
HUMAN RIGHTS IN YORK: 
A REASON TO BELIEVE? 

This is the York 
Human Rights City 
Report.  

This is the Easy 
Read Version.

It is for 2021.   



Human Rights in York. 

In 2017 York became a Human Rights City. 

Human Rights are your basic rights 
and freedoms. They are about your 
dignity, fairness, equality, respect 
and independence.  

York became a human rights city 
because it wants to make it a 
vibrant, diverse, fair and safe 
place to be. 

This is an easy read version of the 
report that looks at how human 
rights have been in York during last 
year, 2021.  



1) Education – learning at school, 
college or university..

2) Health and Social Care – GP’s, 
hospitals, care at home, personal 
assistants, social workers, support. 
.

The York Human Rights City Network say 
there are 5 important human rights in the 
city. These are; 

3) Housing – where you live and 
support to find and keep a home..



5) Non Discrimination and 
Equality – Not being treated badly 
because of who you are. Being 
able to take part in society without 
facing barriers. .

The 2021 report
This report looks at how Covid-19 
has made inequality, poverty, social 
care and education worse for 
people. 

4) A decent standard of living –
having enough of the things you 
need to live a good and safe life.

The report also shows that the 
blue badge ban was a big 
concern for many disabled 
people..



Important issues in 2021.

The report looks at some important human 
rights issues in York in 2021. These are; 

Covid 19
The virus has made inequality 
worse in lots of different ways for 
people.

Gender Pay Gap
Women often earn less than men, 
and this has got worse in the last 
year.  

Poverty
20% of children in York live in 
poverty. And more people in York 
are using foodbanks now.  



Social Care
35% of people who use social care 
do not get as much social contact 
as they need. Some of this is about 
the funding and staff problems.

Blue Badges
The Council have stopped blue 
badges being used in the city 
center for most of the day.  This 
has made it really difficult for some 
disabled people.    
.

Education
Inequality in learning has got worse 
for pupils that who face 
disadvantaged.   Some of this is 
because of Covid 19.

Coproduction
People do not feel involved in 
decision making in the City and 
think this should be improved.  
There should be more ways for 
people to have their say.
.



What we think should happen next.

There are five things that the York Human 
Rights City Network think should happen 
next. 

1. Human Rights
The City of York Council should tell 
its residents how it will help to 
make York a Human Rights City in 
the future.   

2. Working Together
The City of York Council should 
improve how it involves and 
coproduces things with the public.  

3. Blue Badges
The Blue Badge ban that excludes 
many disabled people from the city 
centre should be ended.  



A Rights Based Approach uses 
the protections people have under 
the law to make sure things are fair 
and equal for them. 

5. Poverty
York should support the Poverty 
Truth Commission to help sort out 
problems associated with poverty. 

4. Social Care
A rights based approach should be 
taken to help sort out problems in 
Social Care funding, staffing, 
training and development.  

A Poverty Truth Commission is 
an investigation led by people with 
lived experience of poverty as 
experts who help fix the problem.



This easy read version of the York 
Human Rights Indicator Report 
Number 6, HUMAN RIGHTS IN 
YORK:  A REASON TO BELIEVE? 
was made by York People First 
using Photo Symbols. 

yorkhumanrights.org

c/o Centre for 
Applied Human 
Rights, 6 Innovation 
Close, York,
YO10 5ZF, UK.

info@yorkhumanrights.org

For more information about York People 
First, go to www.yorkpeoplefirst.co.uk/ 

web

Human Rights in York. 

For a full copy of the report, go 
to –

https://www.yorkhumanrights.org/wp
-content/uploads/2022/03/York-
Human-Rights-City-Network-
Indicator-Report-for-2021-FINAL.pdf

Contact

https://www.yorkhumanrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/York-Human-Rights-City-Network-Indicator-Report-for-2021-FINAL.pdf
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